Artz Cemetery facelift celebrated Memorial Day weekend
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“York gotinvelved ina;project
when, he was 16 years old
that; 32 years later, still inker-
ests him. ;

Every Memorial Day he
makes his way out to ATtz
Cemetery, north of Aledo out
in the Sugar Grove area, to
make:sure there are flowers
on the veteran's grave there
and that an American flagis
flying. The veteran he honors
is William'H, Ashbaugh, who
died July 21, 1865, He was a
veteran of the Civil War,
serving as a private in
Company. A of the 30th
Ulingis Infantry.

"l maintained it fully until
1986," said Eckhardt. Back
when he was a teenager there
were others he remembered
who helped bring the.
neglected cemetery out of
ruins inchiding Tznak "The"
Long, Robin Whitehall, and
Tina Brockett Eckhardt is just
as enthusiastic today as he.
probably-was back then: "It
was geeat, We didn't know
anybody there,” he added.

"We were the ones that got
it started:”

Fhe project back: t.hen
re¢eived g0 much notice that
the Mercer County Historical
Society, 16 months later, des-
ignated the location a histori-
cal pointiof interest and
mounted a sign there indicat-
ingitas a Mercer' County
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A crew of teanagers Helpad r:lenn up Artz Cemteryhank in 1973 and that 1radlﬂun has
~ extended to some. young paeplethdmn Tha 1373 crew shown hera 1nr.|udad i'rarn left

Tiha Bru:lmtt, lke. Leng. Robin Whmhall and Larryr Eckhardt. -
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“To this, day Eclchardt.&t]!
doesn’t know-any of the peo-
pleburied in that cemetery,
although he did once add &
gravestone to the cemetery
that he came upon when he
was working on a project to

_ gather some Merver County

historical information for a
book he was mesearching -
The Historical Atlas of
Mercer County: This book
was published by Title Atlas
Company in 1833.

He 5a1|:| he f'u:st mﬁ'l‘e :l.lPOIl
ﬁu'tz. eemel:ery ‘withehis father,

 Lee Eckha.tdt, whio acruhﬂy
- made the fagpole that is in

the cemetery:

Others who have been
imwralved aver the years in
restoring the Artz Cemetery
included Jim Hemphill, who
took photographs of the
cemetery and was the Aledo
City Clerk at the time, Joe
Lemon, whe installed a road-
side tube at the entrance to
the cemefery for visitors to

v.-a]k l:u 1t 'I‘hen t‘r;e:g was
K,enny WL&kS "Kenny Weaks
_ mowed the roadmde bankr» y
he recalled, -

“Some of these peo]:l]e arg
gone now," he added.

"There was also a gentle-
man down the road who
li._ra.ne_-d us a weed-eater.”

- Getting back to the project
that wis started 32 years ago
E-.kha.:dt added, "to us it was
ah meertant project.”

"[—Ie said the group of
young people took about &

wesk out of their young lives ~
to bring the cemetery back o
life, "W foiirid some ‘-"'-'d.ham
Ashbaugh stones that had
been buried.”

He said the pmgedwa.s
nothing moré than something
fun to do for the teenagers.
'Td always liked history," he
aclded.

Since that time, Eckhardt
has delved into some of the

§ history surrounding that par-*

ticular cemetery. "It was
redone before, back in 1934,"
he said. "Nobody is left (in
the Mercer County area) in
the family.”

"The Ashbaigh family
was very prominent out
there," he sid.

He tells ore story of ﬂ'bE

family that used to live in the.

area. "Under the back side of
that house (which used tobe
the Ashbaugh homestead), is
a cisteémn with semiprecious
stones in it said Eckhardt.
He said "One of the sistars -
got mad. at her brother and
threw somme semuprem:rus
stones inde"

AWilliam Ashbaugh
saber, as well as another
weapon are on exhibit at the
Rock Island Arsenal
Museum. "The wall around ~
that cemetery is lined with
stones from the first Grist
Wil built on the east side of
the [\-ﬁ&.mlppl, said. :
Ed:ha:dt The Grist Mill was
owned by the Artz family.

" Another veteran's stone - .

that made its way to Atz

Cemetery came from Bivens

. Cemetery, west of Hamlet,

_There iza ;uecond stone o - |

&isE ay gt E’nr—: CI’.‘]TI.L“t'LI.';f’ that

Tt carrie upon back in

1983 It came from a lady

who was originally buried in

Preemption Township, "Ik

wias heing used as a,

doorstop,” he said. He came

upon the stone when he was
 talking to Mercer County res-

idents for the book he was

researching.

"There's always been a
report of another veteran
buried out there, but we've
nevet found it," he said.

He sald neighbors in the
ared have lately become
involved with the cemetery.
"It's been like a magnet,
we've just been able fo draw
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There's a list of about 15
people who have been
involved. Jackie Bertleson
took some pictures, Fauline
Robinson has planted flowers
oit there. "She alsa has put &
flag out there from her hus-
band, Howard Robinson.

"Bill Lindguist has been a
real magnet out there, He's
been working on the wall

. with his neighbor Richard

Feik. His son, Garrett Feik
has been cutting the grass.”

Sea ARTZ on page A6
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